YEAR  BOCK 
1921/22 

Baraca-Philathea  Association.  North  Carolina 


^0 


i 


^lorth  Carolina  State  Library 
Raleigh 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Baracajlhtlathea  Mnf  an 
a£  North  Carolina 

April   15,  1921  to  June  1,  1922 


MRS.   N.   Buckner,   General  Secretary 
Asheville,  N.  C. 


General  Secretary's  Message 
General  Secretary's  Report 
Consolidated  Class  Reports 
Auditor's  Statement — 
Hospital  Report 

Baraca  Fund 
Philathea    Fund 
Baraca  PhFathea.  General  JF'und 


TWELFTH  ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

June  15,  16,  17,  18,  1922 

Hendersonville,  N.  C. 


0 


<- 
•  •     • 

•    •     » 
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raca  Philathea  Union  of 

North  Carolina. 


"Aggressive  Christian  Service,"  our  Con- 
vention motto,  is  very  expressive  of  the 
spirit  and  work  of  our  young  men  and  young 
women  of  the  Baraca-Philathea  Bible  classes 
of  North  Carolina. 

Our  slogan,  "Let  us  go  up  and  possess  the 
land,  for  we  are  well  able,"  is  particularly 
applicable  in  view  of  the  accomplishments  of 
this  year's  efforts. 

Aggressive  Christian  Service  discovered 
the  wonderful  opportunities  offered  in  this 
reconstruction  period  when  the  minds  of  our 
people  were  yet  unsettled,  and  a  spirit  of 
unrest  prevailed  everywhere,  creating  a 
desire  for  power  and  greed  for  gold,  and 
met  the  situation  with  deeds  of  Christian 
kindness  and  the  clarion  call  to  the  House 
of  the  Lord. 

Aggressive  Christian  Service  as  exempli- 
fied through  Baraca  and  Philathea  has  been 
a  powerful  factor  in  dispelling  this  spirit  of 
unrest  and  turning  the  minds  of  men  and 
women  to  the  house  of  God,  study  of  His 
Word,  saving  souls  and  the  value  of  personal 
service  to  others. 

The  tremendously  increased  interest 
among  individuals  in  our  classes  and  in  the 
classes  as  a  whole  has  been  very  noticeable 
in  the  unusually  large  number  of  conversions 
and  additions  to  the  church,  new  classes 
organized,  new  members  added  to  classes 
and  the  wide  field  of  activities,  not  only  in 
the  Sunday  school  and  the  class,  but  in  the 
church  and  community  as  well. 

The  activities  bring  together  increased 
numbers  which  increase  the  field  in  which 
the  spiritual  seed  may  be  sown.  Of  all  the 
34  miracles  performed  by  Jesus,  33  of  them 
were  material  service  to  one  or  several 
thousand  people.  This  material  service  by 
Jesus  commanded  attention,  aroused  interest 
and  prepared  the  hearts  of  His  hearers  for 
the  message  He  gave  them. 

The  material  activities  of  Baraca  Phila- 
thea classes  attract  attention,  increase  class 


attendance,  arouse  interest  and  prepare  the 
hearts  for  fruitful  reception  of  the  Bible 
lessons.  Baracas  and  Philatheas  are  but  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  Jesus  in  deeds  of  help- 
ful service  to  attract  attention,  arouse  inter- 
est and  increase  attendance,  and  thus  give 
greater  opportunity  for  soul-winning,  the 
chief  aim  and  object  of  the  Baraca  Philathea 
principles.  Surely  no  greater  authority  is 
needed  than  Jesus,  our  Lord,  who  gave  this 
program  of  activities,  and  taught  by  pre- 
cept and  example  that  we  should  minister 
rather  than  be  ministered  unto,  which  is 
placing  first  things  first  in  the  great  scheme 
of  salvation. 

Resolve  this  day  to  love  more  greatly  as 
love  is  the  greatest  motive  in  life,  and  to  fol- 
low His  example  and  serve.  Service  yields 
happiness  and  Jesus  proved  it  to  be  the  real 
test  of  real  living. 

New  friends  for  Baraca  Philathea  have 
been  made  by  classes  through  definite  mater- 
ial services  rendered  to  class  members,  other 
individuals  and  families  in  communities, 
winning  new  friends  for  Baraca  Philathea, 
not  only  in  the  local  community,  but  in  dis- 
tant communities  also.  This  is  especially 
noticeable  in  new  friendships  among  other 
organizations  such  as  Red  Cross  Chapters, 
Redpath  Chautauqua  workers,  various  wo- 
men's clubs,  church  societies  and  similar 
organizations,  due  to  interest  in  sick  ex-ser- 
vice boys  and  nurses  at  Oteen  and  Kenil- 
worth,  U.  S.  Veterans  hospitals,  and  Baracas 
and  Philatheas  in  sanitariums  around  Ashe- 
ville,  and  other  hospitals  in  different  parts 
of  the  country. 

There  has  been  so  much  splendid  work 
done  by  our  classes  that  it  is  impossible  to 
enumerate  all  activities,  so  can  only  touch 
the  high  lights ;  but  if  you  will  read  the  sta- 
tistical reports  attached  you  will  be  able  to 
form  some  idea  of  their  magnitude,  variety 
and  worthwhileness. 

Classes  in  all  parts  of  the  state  have  vis- 
ited, talked  and  prayed  with  persons  in 
homes  for  the  aged,  county  homes,  jails, 
chain  gangs,  and  many  other  places  where 
misery  or  unhappiness  is  found.  Victrolas, 
pianos,  clothing  and  numerous  comforts 
have  been  provided,  as  well  as  cheer  and 
hope  and  pleasure  given. 


Classes  that  had  become  careless,  indiffer- 
ent or  lost  interest  have  been  rejuvenated 
and  taken  on  new  life  through  these  activi- 
ties, and  class  attendance  has  been  increased/ 
Sunday  schools  have  been  visited  where 
there  are  no  classes  and  interest  has  been 
kindled  which  resulted  in  the  organization  of 
classes  and  some  of  these  classes  have 
trebled  their  membership  in  three  months. 
One  class  was  organized  with  three  members 
and  in  six  weeks  had  21  on  roll. 

Sunday  schools  have  been  formed,  through 
the  work  of  Baracas  and  Philatheas  and 
new  class  rooms  built  and  furnished  and  in 
some  instances  the  classes  were  largely 
responsible  for  building  churches  and  Sun- 
day school  rooms.  Much  new  equipment 
has  been  installed  in  class  rooms,  Sunday 
schools,  churches  and  parsonages. 

City  and  County  Unions  are  a  most  excel- 
lent medium  to  keep  the  work  growing  and 
to  give  information,  new  methods,  and  plans 
to  the  individual  classes.  We  have  attended 
some  wonderfully  helpful  county  conven- 
tions and  city  unions  this  year  and  wish  that 
we  might  strive  to  have  every  county  organ- 
ized and  have  these  conventions  at  least 
semi-annually.  Some  counties  are  very 
active,  have  their  counties  well  organized, 
and  county  and  community  meetings  held 
which  are  full  of  interest  and  enthusiasm 
and  largely  attended. 

A  little  mountain  Sunday  school  has  been 
aided  during  the  year  by  gifts  of  Bibles,  les- 
son helps,  song  books,  and  at  Christmas  a 
bountiful  treat  was  given  them.  A  great 
holly  tree  was  gaily  decked  with  tinsel  and 
Christmas  decorations,  and  loaded  with 
gifts  for  old  and  young.  Who  can  express 
the  joy  and  happiness  of  these  people  upon 
having  for  the  first  time  a  Christmas  tree  ? 
These  same  people  gathered  great  bags  of 
beautiful  holly  and  sent  it  to  the  hospitals 
for  decorations  at  Christmas  as  an  expres- 
sion of  their  appreciation  of  what  had  been 
done  for  them. 

To  quote  from  letters  received  from  Dr. 
McNairy  and  the  matron  of  the  Caswell 
Training  School  at  Kinston  will  tell  of  the 
Christmas  cheer  given  the  children  at  this 
home  for  feeble  minded.  Dr.  McNairy  says : 
"It  is  my  privilege,  as  well  as  my  duty,  to 


express  to  you  for  our  children  their  appre- 
ciation  for  your  thoughtfulness  during  the 
.Yuletide  season.  You  and  your  friends  have 
helped  make  it  a  real  Christmas.  We  are  all 
happy.  Please  express  our  love  and  appre- 
ciation to  all  donors." 

I  personally  feel  that  this  has  given  impe- 
tus to  our  cause  and  brings  our  citizenship 
in  a  closer  touch  with  these  unfortunates. 
May  you  have  many,  many  years  of  health 
and  happiness  and  shall  continue  to  carry 
joy  and  pleasure  to  those  who  otherwise 
would  not  receive  it." 

The  Matron  says:  "Never  have  we  had 
such  a  Christmas  as  this  one,  and  you  have 
had  a  great  part  in  making  joy  for  all  our 
children.  We  had  a  tree  and  entertainment 
and  the  delight  of  the  children  in  all  their 
gifts  knew  no  bounds.  We  are  delighted  to 
have  these  new  friends,  the  Baracas  and 
Philatheas,  and  hope  they  will  continue  to 
help  supply  our  joys." 
"It  costs  so  little!  I  wonder  why 
We  give  so  little  thought, 

A  smile;  kind  words;  a  glance;  a  touch; 
What  magic  with  them  is  wrought." 

Large  numbers  of  books  have  been  pro- 
vided for  the  orphanages  at  Thomasville  and 
Winston-Salem,  through  "Book  Showers" 
from  Baptist  and  Methodist  classes.  These 
"Book  Showers"  were  arranged  through  let- 
ters and  newspaper  stories  sent  out  by  the 
state  office  and  made  possible  by  the  hearty 
response  and  co-operation  given  by  the 
classes  to  the  appeal  for  books. 

Numbers  of  classes  support,  or  partially 
support,  children  in  their  respective  church 
orphanages,  or  send  boxes  upon  special 
occasions. 

A  native  missionary  in  the  Philippine 
Islands  wrote  to  the  state  office  for  some 
good  books.  A  large  box  of  books  was  sent 
from  a  number  of  classes,  and  his  two  small 
children  have  been  adopted  by  Philathea 
classes  who  will  develop  means  to  provide 
clothing  for  them. 

Missionaries  are  supported  by  classes; 
young  men  and  young  women  trained  for 
special  mission  services;  ministerial  students 
educated;  schooling  provided  for  certain 
boys  and  girls. 

August  the  11th  was  observed  as  "Bara«a 


Philathea  Day"  at  Oteen  Hospital  and 
proved  to  be  a  red  letter  day  for  Baraca 
Philathea.  Classes  from  all  parts  of  the 
state  contributed.  A  program  was  arranged 
with  Governor  Morrison  as  chief  speaker, 
along  with  other  prominent  men  and  women. 
Special  music,  parties  in  all  wards,  Red 
Cross  House  and  Grove.  A  bountiful  treat 
of  watermelons,  ice  cream  and  cake  were 
served. 

The  failures  of  democracy  are  the  failures 
of  citizens  to  play  their  part.  The  govern- 
ing departments  belong  to  us.  Their  suc- 
cesses are  ours,  their  mistakes  disgrace  us. 
We  know  that  Baracas  and  Philatheas  stand 
for  everything  that  tends  to  improve  condi- 
tions in  the  state  and  community,  and  that 
make  for  character  building.  We  do  ear- 
nestly urge  Baracas  and  Philatheas  of  the 
entire  state  to  help  make  the  Prohibition  and 
other  laws  more  effective  in  North  Carolina. 
Let  those  who  would  be  law-breakers  feel 
the  strength  of  our  opposition  in  no  uncer- 
tain manner. 

Since  our  last  convention  your  Secretary 
has  attended  two  National  Baraca  Philathea 
Conventions  held  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and 
Jacksonville,  Florida;  appearing  upon  the 
program  several  times.  These  conventions 
have  been  a  source  of  great  inspiration  to 
the  secretary,  due  to  new  methods  and  plans 
presented,  friends  made,  new  inspiration,  all 
of  which  have  proven  of  value  to  the  work 
in  our  own  state. 

The  Baracas  and  Philatheas  of  the  Central 
M.  E.  Church  of  Windsor,  Ontario,  invited 
your  secretary  to  visit  their  Sunday  school 
and  to  address  them  at  a  union  meeting  on 
Sunday  morning. 

The  Midsummer  Rally  and  Banquet  of  the 
Buffalo  City  Union,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  was 
attended  and  an  address  delivered  at  this 
rally. 

Invitations  were  accepted  to  address  Pres- 
byterian Synodical  Auxiliary  meetings; 
County  School  Unions;  District  Meetings  of 
Women's  Clubs ;  Missionary  meetings ;  B.  Y. 
P.  U. ;  Epworth  Leagues ;  Christian  Endeav- 
ors; County  Baraca  Philathea  Conventions; 
City  Union  Rallies;  Graded  and  High 
Schools ;  Teachers  Institutes ;  Boys  and  Girls 
County    Clubs;    Sunday    Schools;    classes; 


morning  and  evening  services;  Baraca  and 
Philathea  and  Sunday  School  Mass  Meet- 
ings ;  Conferences  of  workers  and  ministers ; 
Bible  Conferences;  factories;  banquets  and 
social  gatherings  of  Baracas  and  Philatheas; 
Mass  Meeting  on  Armistice  Day  and  others. 
Conferences  have  been  held  frequently 
with  workers,  and  plans  discussed  for 
greater  activity  in  the  service. 

We  have  been  in  touch  with  Baraca  and 
Philathea  leaders  from  Florida,  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Ohio, 
New  York,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Mas- 
sachusetts, South  Dakota,  Utah,  Kentucky, 
Missouri  and  Canada,  and  have  been  grati- 
fied by  their  interest  and  co-operation. 
Many  valuable  helps  and  suggestions  have 
been  exchanged  along  all  lines  of  work. 

Attention  has  been  frequently  called  to 
classes  with  National  Charter  dues  unpaid, 
urging  them  to  send  annual  dues  promptly. 
A  considerable  number  of  classes  have  com- 
plied with  this  request  and  we  feel  sure 
many  more  will  do  so  this  year. 

Only  500  North  Carolina  classes  were 
reported  by  the  National  Office  at  Jackson- 
ville as  having  paid  these  dues  out  of  about 
2,500  active  classes  in  this  state.  This  inat- 
tention on  the  part  of  classes  to  the  annual 
dues  of  $1.00  per  year  to  National  office  has 
lost  North  Carolina  first  position  for  charter 
classes  with  National  headquarters.  We 
trust  that  these  classes  will  pay  these  dues 
and  regain  first  position. 

Among  the  activities  carried  on  through 
the  state  office  has  been  the  vast  correspond- 
ence indicated  in  the  report  by  the  use  of 
$713.01  postage;  letters  sent  monthly 
to  all  classes  in  addition  to  regular  corre- 
spondence; stories  of  Baraca  Philathea  work 
have  been  sent  to  North  Carolina  papers  and 
other  leading  papers  in  the  United  States, 
both  religious  and  secular;  photographs  of 
hospital  work  mailed  to  individuals  and 
papers,  suggestions  and  plans  for  keeping 
the  class  interested  furnished  lists  of 
North  Carolina  classes  given  to  National 
Office,  the  general  division  superintendent, 
to  the  Convention  Committee,  and  county 
lists  to  county  chairmen;  all  lists  have  been 
revised  and  copied ;  literature  for  organizing 
classes  supplied;  classes  visited,  addressed, 


taught  and  organized;  statements  sent 
monthly  to  all  classes  and  individuals  mak- 
ing pledges  to  state  work;  annual  reports 
mailed;  collected  invitations  from  Asheville 
organizations  and  made  an  attractive  invita- 
tion in  form  of  scrap  book  to  Billy  Sunday 
to  visit  Asheville  and  lecture  for  us. 

Work  for  our  sick  Baracas  and  Philatheas 
and  ex-soldiers  and  nurses  in  the  two  gov- 
ernment hospitals  and  private  sanitariums 
around  Asheville  has  been  given  much  atten- 
tion, and  we  believe  that  this  unselfish  work 
for  others  is  proving  a  valuable  factor  in 
arousing  new  interest  in  the  classes  and 
spreading  the  news  of  Baraca  and  Philathea 
to  many  parts  of  the  United  States  and  to 
foreign  lands.  Our  Pollyanna  Glad  Game 
has  enabled  us  to  reach  the  patients  daily 
and  through  this  game  co-operation  has  been 
secured  from  every  s^ate  in  the  Union.  We 
can  see  the  enlivening  effect  this  work  has 
had  upon  a  great  many  of  our  classes,  and 
we  only  wish  that  other  classes  in  the  state 
could  catch  the  vision  of  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity that  this  work  in  the  sanatoriums  and 
hospitals  at  Asheville  has  given  us. 

Every  possible  means  has  been  used  to. 
keep  Baraca  Philathea  principles,  plans, 
motto,  aims,  methods  before  our  classes,  to 
win  new  workers  and  create  more  interest  in 
Sunday  school  work. 

15,733  miles  have  been  travelled  in  North 
Carolina  in  the  interest  of  the  work.  Much 
publicity  of  Baraca  and  Philathea  work  and 
its  accomplishments  has  been  given  by  the 
newspapers  of  this  state  and  other  publica- 
tions. We  would  take  this  opportunity  to 
express  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  gen- 
erous co-operation  given  by  the  press.  We 
^believe  the  use  of  these  stories  of  immensely 
human  interest  is  one  of  our  greatest  chan- 
nels for  arousing  and  maintaining  interest 
in  Baraca  and  Philathea,  and  we  grasp 
every  opportunity  to  secure  the  use  of  such 
news  stories  as  have  a  definite  interest  to 
readers,  and  a  still  more  definite  interest  to 
the  Sunday  school  and  the  church.  We  have 
a  good  thing  and  we  want  to  tell  others  and 
share  it. 

Bibles  were  presented  at  county  conven- 
tions as  prizes  for  best  class  reports  at  the 
county  conventions.     These  Bibles  are  in- 


strumental  in  arousing  more  interest  in 
county  class  reports.  Bibles,  Testaments 
and  Gospels  have  been  given  to  children  in 
Sunday  schools  and  sick  soldiers;  and  on 
Mother's  Day  patients  in  the  hospitals  were 
given  a  Testament  and  a  flower,  with  the 
request  that  they  mark  their  mother's  favor- 
ite passage. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  Scripture 
Gift  Mission  of  Philadelphia  for  most  of 
these  books. 

Through  the  splendid  generosity  of  the 
Baraca  Union  of  Raleigh  a  "Wireless  Tele- 
phone Receiving  Set"  has  been  installed  at 
the  U.  S.  War  Veterans  Hospital  at  Oteen 
and  is  a  continued  source  of  great  pleasure 
and  entertainment  to  the  patients. 

The  Baraca  Philathea  office,  and  the  secre- 
tary in  particular,  have  reason  to  be  grateful 
to  Mr.  Lawrence  Pace  for  the  Ford  touring 
car  given  for  use  of  the  work.  This  car  is 
being  used  frequently  to  meet  the  constantly 
increasing  demands  made  upon  the  office  for 
assistance  and  service. 

The  Convention  committee  of  Henderson 
kindly  donated  their  convention  banners  and 
decorations  to  the  state  office  for  use  of  con- 
ventions, a  courtesy  very  much  appreciated 
by  officers  and  delegates  to  succeeding  con- 
ventions. 

Secret  Service  work  has  been  stressed  at 
all  times  and  classes  urged  to  form  this  com- 
mittee immediately.  Our  aim  is  to  have 
every  class  to  have  an  active  Secret  Service 
Committee,  definitely  working  and  praying 
to  win  souls  for  Christ. 

Would  that  we  could  express  our  thanks 
and  deep  appreciation  to  the  Officers  and 
Executive  Committee,  Baracas  and  Phila- 
theas,  and  all  friends  for  co-operation  and 
help  given,  kindness  and  courtesy  shown,  but 
after  all  the  simple  but  sincere  words,  "I 
thank  you,"  may  best  express  our  gratitude. 
This  next  year  should  see  thousands  of 
new  members  brought  into  our  classes  and 
Sunday  schools,  many  souls  won  to  Christ, 
Secret  Service  Committees  formed  and 
increased  definite  Christian  Service  under- 
taken. 

Special  features  to  be  stressed  are: 
1.  Organization  of  new  classes. 
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2.  Increasing  interest,  efficiency  and 
members. 

3.  Organizing  County  and  City  Unions 
and  holding  meetings  in  which  the  classes 
may  be  brought  into  closer  touch  with  each 
other  and  given  an  opportunity  to  learn 
more  of  Baraca  Philathea,  successful  plans 
and  methods  of  work. 

4.  Senior  Baraca  and  Philathea  classes  to 
organize  Junior  Classes  and  foster  them. 

5.  Every  class  to  have  an  active  Secret 
Service  Committee  definitely  working  to  win 
souls.  We  heartily  endorse  the  "Win  them 
one  by  one"  plan. 

6.  A  National  Charter  with  dues  paid. 

7.  Enlisting  all  of  our  young  people  in 
greater  personal  service. 

8.  More  attention  given  to  instructing 
classes  and  the  public  in  Baraca  Philathea; 
its  motto,  platform,  principles,  aims  and 
objects. 

9.  Pray  more  for  the  work  and  give  more 
of  our  time,  talents,  influence  and  money. 

10.  Let  us  be  more  aggressive  in  Christian 
service  and  go  up  and  possess  the  land,  for 
we  are  well  able. 

Go  home  while  you  are  enthused  and 
organize  your  county,  tell  others  what  great 
things  the  Lord  hath  done  for  you. 

My  message  summed  up  is  this:  Men 
everywhere  need  Christ  as  never  before. 
No  problems  are  going  to  be  solved  without 
Him.  Make  Him  and  what  He  offers  your 
own.  Then  give  Him  and  what  He  offers  to 
others. 

Let  these  lines  from  the  pen  of  Ella 
Wheeler  Wilcox  be  our  motto  for  the  next 
year: 

"We  would  be  true,  for  there  are  those  who 
trust  us, 
We  would  be  pure,  for  there  are  those  who 
care, 
We  would  be  strong,  for  there  is  much  to 
suffer ; 
We  would  be  brave,  for  there  is  much  to 
dare. 
We  would  be  friend  to  all, — the  poor,  the 
friendless, 
We  would  be  giver  and  forget  the  gift ; 
We   would   be  humble,   for  we   know   our 
weakness, 
We  would  look  up  and  love  and  laugh  and 
lift:' 
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SOME    STATISTICS   OF    INTEREST   TO    BARACAS 
AND   PHILATHEAS 


From    Condensed    Report    of    General    Secretary 
Mrs.   N.   Buckner,  Asheville,  N.  C. 


Letters  written   39,142 

Statements    1,648 

Packages  of  literature  mailed 357 

Pieces  of  literature 118,626 

Conferences 234 

Programs  arranged  53 

Miles  traveled  by  auto 4,352 

Miles  traveled  by  train 10,445 

Total  miles  traveled 15,733 

Speakers  secured  for  meetings 37 

Meetings  attended   180 

Meetings  addressed 106 

Newspaper  clippings  mailed 210 

Newspaper  stories 373 

New  classes  organized  and  reported  to  state 

office    80 

Post  cards  mailed 2,040 

Dime  cards   mailed 1,967 

Installation  of  class  officers 2 

Consecration  services  conducted 3 

Class  banquets  attended -. 7 

Class  parties  and  receptions  attended 8 

Classes  enrolled    2,319 

Total  membership   80,000 

Denominations  represented    13 

County  Unions    26 

City  Unions    23 

Pledges   to   State   work $5,475.30 

Visitors  entertained  at  State  Office 51 

Trains  met 37 

Baraca  &  Philathea  picnics 10 

Parties  given  sick  soldiers  and  nurses   of  U. 

S.  Veterans'  World  War  Hospitals 25 

Organ  loaned  to  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Oteen  Hospital  1 

Annual  reports  distributed  or  mailed 2,500 

Report   blanks   distributed 3,000 

Registration  blanks  distributed 3,000 

Railroad   certificates  distributed 3,000 

Convention  posters  distributed  or  mailed 3,000 

Bibles  given  as  prizes  to  County  Conventions 

and  soldiers    78*5 

Classes   taught    15 

Lists  of  classes  mailed 5 

Devotional  meetings  conducted 9 

Exhibit   at  National   Convention,   large   sheets  25 

"Pollyanna  Capsules"  given  out 17,525 

Sleeping  caps  for  sick  soldiers 1,360 

Attended   County  Conventions 9 

Attended   County  Sunday  School  Conventions  3 
Attended    State   Convention   of  Baraca  Phila- 
thea classes    1 

Attended     National    Baraca     Philathea    Con- 
ventions     2 

Attended   City  Unions 5 

Attended  Bible  Conferences 4 

Attended  Presbyterian  Synodical  Auxiliaries..  2 
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Printing 

Multigraphed   letters    43,000 

Report  blanks   3,500 

Registration  blanks 4,000 

Posters    3,000 

Leaflet  "The  Girl  Worth  While" 3,500 

Annual  reports   5,000 

Christmas  cards  for  flowers 5,000 

Statement  blanks 2,000 

Pledge  and  receipt  blanks 10,000 

Identification  cards 1,500 

Railroad  identification  certificates 3,000 

Letter  heads 21,000 

Invitations    500 

Circular  letters  1,100 

iveport  cards   10,000 

Addressed  envelopes  for  others 2,500 


CONDENSED    REPORT 


Activies   of  a    Group   of  315  Classes 
April   15,  1921,  to  June  1,  1922 


Members  enrolled   13,341 

New  members 2,178 

Conversions    587 

New  classes  organized 81 

Charters    185 

Orphans  supported   56 

Teachers,     officers,     etc.,     supplied     Sunday 

school   580 

Bibles   580 

Charity    $  5,998.38 

Missions    6,543.26 

Building  fund  for   churches 9,092.41 

Support  of  Sunday  school 9,310.54 

Orphanage    13,018.98 

Additions  to  church 553 

Secret  service 72 

Pastor's   salary   382.32 

Hospital  contributions 489.25 

Parsonage   343.22 

Flowers    1,018.21 

Prayer  meetings  held 424 

Communion   set    50.00 

Missionaries  supported  3 

Letters  and  cards  mailed 7,553 

Socials    82 

Programs    64 

Books  given 2,360 

Conferences    75 

Miscellaneous    14,272.30 

Near  East  relief 1,747.61 

Armenian  relief   6.05 

Polish   relief    244.65 

Chinese  famine 834.01 

Syrian  relief   60.00 

Prison  reform 12.50 

75  Million  Campaign 599.00 

Centenary  Fund 131.18 

Furnishings  for  churches  and  class  rooms.  .  2,268.93 

Victrola  for  County  Home 1 
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Typewriter  for  pastor 58.80 

Telephone  calls    15,892 

Visits    7,164 

Seats  for  class  rooms 241 

Junior   choir  organizations 1 

Visits  to  jail 48 

Floral  designs  55 

Visits  to  sick 15,229 

Flowers  to  sick ,  .  5,122 

Meals  cooked  for  sick 273 

Garments   given    271 

Garments  made   110 

Pollyannas    153 

Members  nursing  sick 2 

Fresh  eggs  for  sick (dozen)  43 

Milk    for   sick (quarts)  501 

Boxes  of  fruit  given  sick 347 

Butter  given  sick (pounds)  90 

Days  nursing  sick 260 

Glasses  of  jelly  given 40 

Canned  fruit  given (quarts)  5 

Pickles  given (quarts)  35 

Board  given   (weeks)  13 

Cleaning  auditorium  for  services (times)  50 
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To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  North 
Carolina  Baraca  Association  and  Phila- 
thea  Union: 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  made  an  exam- 
ination of  the  books  and  records  of  Mrs.  N. 
Buckner,  General  Secretary,  covering  her  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  in  the  N.  C.  Baraca 
funds,  the  N.  C.  Philathea  funds,  and  the 
Baraca-Philathea  General  Fund  from  April 
12th,  1921,  to  June  1st,  1922,  inclusive. 

I  have  also  compared  all  entries  in  these 
three  accounts  with  her  bank  accounts  in  the 
American  National  Bank  and  find  them  all  in 
reconcilement. 

Condensed  statements  of  these  accounts 
as  shown  by  her  books  are  attached  hereto. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
(Sgd.)     PAUL  P.  BROWN, 

Accountant. 

Asheville,  N.  C,  June  10th,  1922. 


NORTH     CAROLINA    PHILATHEA    FUND 
April  11,  1921,  to  June  1,  1922 

RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand $  220.63 

April  11-30 78.45 

May 75.00 

June 167.94 

July 149.50 

August     107.25 

September    „ 232.10 

October 119.50 

November   247.00 

December    77.25 

January 97.50 

February  104.00 

March  124.50 

April   45.00 

May 90.75 

$1,936.37 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Secretary's   salary    $1,055^50 

Traveling  expenses    101.76 

Stenographer    293.00 

Postage   and  printing 310.16 

Payments  on  multigraph 100.00 

Repairs  to  auto 11.58 

Paid  Baraca  fund 10.00 

Miscellaneous 16.75 

Balance  on  hand 37.60 

$1,936.37 
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NORTH    CAROLINA    BARACA    FUND 
April  11,  1921,  to  June  1,  1922 

RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand $  233  60 

April    11-30 270^20 

May    55.25 

June    •• 62.45 

July 264.25 

August   6750 

September 130.00 

October    159.30 

November   111.30 

December    47.50 

January  42.50 

February   72.50 

March    120.00 

April    165.07 

May    126.00 

$1,927.50 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Secretary's   salary    $1,108.50 

Traveling   expenses    116.23 

Stenographer     163.80 

Postage  and  printing 290.34 

Payments   on  multigraph 75.00 

Loan  to  Philathea  fund 41.50 

Automobile  supplies  11.10 

Repaid  Philathea  fund 11.45 

Balance    109.58 


$1,927.50 


BARACA    PHILATHEA   GENERAL   FUND 
April  11,  1921,  to  June  1,  1922 

RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand $  272.67 

April    11-30    114.18 

May    195.85 

June    21.00 

July    182.75 

August 233.90 

September    49.00 

October    56.45 

November   52.50 

December    1,009.87 

January   443.61 

February   37.25 

March    338.13 

April    402.07 

May    241.05 

$3,640.28 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Printing  and  postage $  625.53 

Charters  and  pins 48.00 

Office  supplies    79.00 

Office  help    34.25 

Telephone  and  telegraph 54.26 
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Raleigh 

Freight  and  drayage 15.74 

Cuts    20.21 

Convention  expenses    308.05 

Garage  rent  and  oils 46.56 

Addressopress     148.52 

Payments  on  multigraph 25.00 

Payments   on  typewriter 25.00 

Hospital   work 1,951.68 

Miscellaneous    19.00 

Balance    169.48 


$3,640,28 


SUMMARY  OF  CASH  ACCOUNTS 
April  11,  1921,  to  June  1,  1922 

Received  Paid  Out  Balance 

Baraca $1,927.50  $1,817.92  $109.65 

Philathea   .. . 1,936.37  1,898.77  37.60 

Baraca  Philathea  General 

Fund    3,640.28  3,470.80  169.48 


Totals    $7,504.16       $7,187.49       $316.66 
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HOSPITAL  WORK 

These  letters  from  U.  S.  Army  and  Red 
Cross  officers  in  charge  of  these  great  U.  S. 
War  Veterans'  Hospitals,  are  official  and 
decisive  evidence  of  the  very  definite  value 
of  the  work  of  the  North  Carolina  Baraca 
Philathea  Union,  its  classes  and  friends,  in 
bringing  cheer  and  sunshine  with  spiritual 
help  and  comfort  to  the  brave  boys  and 
nurses  who  are  fighting  to  regain  their 
health  lost  on  the  battlefields  of  France  to 
guarantee  our  freedom  and  safety, — yours 
and  mine. 

Letters  from  the  boys  and  nurses  them- 
selves breathe  the  spirit  of  sincere  apprecia- 
tion and  in  hundreds  of  letters  and  personal 
interviews  with  the  general  secretary,  the 
boys  and  nurses  have  told  us  we  could  never 
know  how  much  these  thoughtful  acts  meant 
to  them. 

U.  S.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICE 
HOSPITAL  45, 
Biltmore,  N.  C. 
"Mrs.  N.  Buckner, 
No.  30  Ravenscroft  Road, 
Asheville,  N.  C. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Buckner:  It  gives  me  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  to  write  a  brief  note 
of  acknowledgment  for  the  very  extensive 
and  handsome  supply  of  flowers  which  you 
sent  to  the  hospital  for  our  Christmas  holi- 
days. 

I  really  believe  of  all  the  gifts  received  by 
the  men,  the  flowers  gave  the  most  enjoy- 
ment. They  not  only  brought  a  touch  of  the 
beauty  of  God's  nature  into  our  sick  rooms, 
but  served  very  much  to  give  the  institution 
a  holiday  appearance  so  necessary  at  this 
time  of  year. 

On  behalf  of  the  patients  and  the  person- 
nel— which  your  organization  has  so  gener- 
ously and  so  consistently  remembered  on  all 
of  our  holidays,  I  desire  to  thank  you  and  to 
express  our  most  hearty  appreciation  of  your 
remembrance. 

Respectfully, 

M.  H.  Foster, 
Surgeon  in  Charge." 

"In  the  time  that  I  have  been  associated 
with   Kenilworth    Hospital   it   has   been   a 
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wonderful  pleasure  to  see  the  very  worth- 
while ways  in  which  the  Baraca  and  Phila- 
thea  classes  have  remembered  the  holiday 
seasons.  The  flowers  have  always  been  so 
beautiful,  and  again  this  Easter' time  when 
you  had  them  sent  out.  I  have  some  pictures 
for  you  as  soon  as  they  are  developed  I  will 
send  to  you.  The  men  who  went  to  the 
greenhouses  to  get  the  flowers  had  a  real 
good  time. 

Mrs.  Upshaw  and  her  girls  came  to  dis- 
tribute the  flowers  on  Friday  afternoon  and 
made  them  even  brighter  by  their  visit.  The 
little  begonias  the  men  are  already  asking  us 
to  transplant  into  larger  pots.  They  are 
watering  them  and  hope  to  keep  them  grow- 
ing. The  Easter  lillies  Mrs.  Upshaw  took 
to  the  sickest  men  and  so  their  Easter  Day 
was  made  especially  brighter.  The  large 
Easter  plant  which  you  sent  to  the  Red  Cross 
was  beautiful.  We  put  it  in  the  Recreation 
Hut  and  on  Easter  Day  it  stood  on  the  min- 
ister's table  so  that  the  Hut  looked  very 
much  like  church. 

I  want  to  thank  you  in  behalf  of  the  hospi- 
tal, patients,  workers  and  Red  Cross  for  the 
beautiful  flowers  which  helped  to  make  Eas- 
ter so  bright  for  all. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Helen  Blanton,  Chief, 
Medical  Social  Service." 

U.  S.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICE  HOS- 
PITAL, OTEEN,  N.  C. 
"I  wish  to  express  our  sincere  apprecia- 
tion for  your  generous  donation  of  Easter 
flowers. 

I  am  sure  they  were  very  much  appreci- 
ated and  enjoyed  by  all  of  our  patients. 
Very  sincerely  yours, 
James  E.  Miller,  Surgeon  (Reserve), 

Medical  Officer  in  Charge." 

"I  have  your  nice  letter  of  the  17th,  and 
assure  you  that  it  is  always  a  privilege  as 
well  as  a  pleasure  to  assist  you  in  the  distri- 
bution of  the  Easter  flowers  which  brought 
so  much  cheer  and  happiness  to  the  sick 
boys. 

I  wish  to  take  this  occasion  to  express  the 
deep  gratitude  of  the  Red  Cross  Staff,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  patients,  for  the  wonder- 
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ful  Easter  donation  made  by  your  organiza- 
tion, and  I  can  assure  you  that  nothing  has 
brought  more  real  pleasure  to  us  all,  or 
made  the  wards,  the  mess  halls  and  the  Red 
Cross  House  any  more  attractive  than  the 
beautiful  Easter  lillies  and  other  potted 
plants  and  cut  flowers  which  you  furnished. 
I  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express 
my  deepest  appreciation  of  the  magnificent 
support  that  has  been  given  to  the  Red  Cross 
staff  at  this  hospital  by  and  through  you,  as 
General  Secretary  of  the  Baraca  Philathea 
Union  of  North  Carolina  and  without  which 
many  wonderful  treats  would  have  been 
denied  the  boys. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Chas.  P.  Pratt, 
Hospital  Director,  A.  R.  C." 

"Let  me  express  appreciation  for  the 
generous  gifts  and  all  kindnesses  to  my  sis- 
ter and  myself,  and  for  the  wonderful  work 
you  are  carrying  forward.  Words  are  in- 
adequate to  express  what  your  work  means 
to  Oteen.  You  have  indeed  been  a  wonderful 
'Mother'  to  these  hundreds  of  men  and 
women.  In  some  way  or  other  you  have 
reached  every  one  of  us,  and  there  is  healing 
in  your  touch.  You  are  a  very  real  inspira- 
tion to  every  one  of  us,  to  try  harder  than 
ever  to  do  more  than  ever  before. 

Let  us  wish  you  a  very  happy  New  Year 
and  all  good  blessings  for  your  wonderful 
service  to  humanity." 

Nurse  Ward  1-3." 

"Every  boy  on  the  ward  joins  me  in 
thanking  you  for  the  very  nice  music  box 
you  presented  us  a  few  days  back;  to  say  it 
was  appreciated  very  much  would  be  putting 
it  mildly.  I  think  most  all  the  boys  at  Oteen 
consider  you  their  second  mother,  and 
rightly  they  should,  for  you  do  more  to 
make  them  forget  their  troubles  than  anyone 
else.  We  are  always  glad  to  see  you,  and 
thank  you  again  for  the  gift. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Boys  on  N-3." 

"We,  the  boys  of  Ward  N-l,  Oteen,  N.  C, 
wish  to  express  with  a  sense  of  deep  obliga- 
tion our  appreciation  for  the  kindness  that 
you  and  your  class  have  bestowed  on  us  dur- 
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ing  Christmas.  We  will  cherish  you  all  in 
the  days  and  years  to  come  and  hope  that 
some  day  we  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
return  the  kindness.  We  ask  each  and  every 
one  to  pray  for  us. 

And  may  the  New  Year  bring  to  each  and 
every  heart  much  happiness  and  joy. 

We  beg  to  remain, 

Patients,  Ward  N-l." 


Interest  of  the  Baracas  and  Philatheas  of 
North  Carolina  has  been  shown  in  many 
ways  to  the  sick  soldiers  and  nurses,  begin- 
ning with  the  opening  of  the  hospital  at 
Waynesville,  1918,  and  later  those  at  Oteen 
and  Kenilworth.  This  work  first  took  the 
form  of  scrap  books  with  stories,  jokes  and 
comic  pictures  distributed  among  the  pa- 
tients at  Waynesville,  followed  by  a  big 
party  going  from  Asheville  in  fifteen  auto- 
mobiles, with  a  program  of  music,  readings, 
ice  cream,  cake,  candy  and  flowers. 

With  the  opening  of  Kenilworth  Hospital 
Baraca  and  Philathea  parties  were  organ- 
ized and  carried  flowers,  small  gifts,  scrap 
books,  magazines,  books  and  other  things  to 
make  hospital  life  more  cheerful. 

Upon  the  opening  of  Oteen  Hospital  the 
Baracas  and  Philatheas  at  once  enlarged  the 
scope  of  their  work  to  include  both  patients 
and  detachment  men  at  the  U.  S.  Army  Hos- 
pital, as  it  was  first  established.  Work 
among  the  detachment  men  and  the  patients 
able  to  leave  the  wards  took  the  form  of  a 
Sunday  school,  singing  parties,  social  par- 
ties, programs  of  music,  speeches  and  read- 
ings. For  the  men  unable  to  leave  their  beds 
parties  were  arranged  in  the  wards,  flowers 
were  placed  at  the  bedside,  along  with  fruits 
and  delicacies  to  tempt  the  appetite,  and 
books,  magazines  and  scrapbooks  were  pro- 
vided. 

This  work  for  patients  and  personnel  has 
been  kept  up  through  the  years  following, 
and  the  transfer  of  the  hospitals  to  U.  S. 
Public  Health  Service  and  from  U.  S.  Public 
Health  Service  to  U.  S.  War  Veterans'  Bu- 
reau, under  which  they  are  now  being  oper- 
ated. Our  sole  aim  and  object  in  this  work 
has  been  to  give  cheer,  comfort  and  encour- 
agement  to   these   young   men   and   young 
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women,  carrying  out  the  Baraca  Philathea 
platform :  "Young  men  and  young  women  at 
work  for  young  men  and  young  women." 
The  sustained  activities  have  taken  the  form 
of  gifts  of  flowers,  books,  magazines,  toys, 
fruits,  cakes,  candy,  musical  instruments, 
bath  robes,  bedroom  slippers,  games,  cloth- 
ing, programs  of  various  kinds,  parties,  the 
Pollyanna  Game,  teacups  and  saucers  for 
nurses'  wards,  teapots  for  trays,  victrolas 
and  records,  plants  for  flower  boxes,  bulbs, 
cut  flowers  for  wards  and  mess  tables  for 
Red  Cross  House. 

We  can  only  mention  a  few  of  the  most 
important  and  outstanding  features  of  the 
work  in  the  past  year  for  patients,  patient 
nurses,  and  the  personnel  of  these  great  hos- 
pitals. 

That  America  loves  her  World  War  He- 
roes and  delights  to  express  her  thanks  and 
appreciation  whenever  the  opportunity  is 
presented  was  fully  demonstrated  at  the  U. 
S.  Public  Health  Service  Hospitals  at  Oteen 
and  Kenilworth  during  Christmas.  Gifts 
were  sent  from  the  north,  east,  south  and 
west,  in  such  quantities  that  the  boys  were 
forced  to  admit  that  they  had  been  com- 
pletely showered  and  every  material  desire 
gratified. 

Gifts  from  twenty-five  states  were  col- 
lected through  the  efforts  of  your  Secretary 
over  a  period  of  several  weeks  through  per- 
sonal appeals  in  various  parts  of  the  state, 
letters  to  classes,  clubs,  Pollyannas,  other 
organizations,  and  through  the  generous 
publication  of  the  latter  appeal  by  the  news- 
papers of  the  state  and  throughout  the  coun- 
try, offering  an  opportunity  to  do  something 
for  our  war  heroes. 

For  Christmas  seven  great  truck  loads  of 
gifts  were  sent  from  Baraca  Philathea  head- 
quarters at  30  Ravenscroft  Road,  Asheville, 
where  they  had  been  collected  from  Baraca 
Philathea  classes  of  North  Carolina  and 
from  Baraca  Philatheas  and  friends  from  25 
states  of  the  Union, 

These  gifts  were  many  and  varied  and 
included  sleeping  caps,  bathrobes,  sweaters, 
socks  and  knitted  ones,  bedroom  slippers, 
neckwear,  handkerchiefs,  underwear,  Ever- 
sharp  pencils,  fountain  pens,  percolators, 
foot  warmers,  hot  water  bottles,  stationery, 

22 


shirts,  books,  victrolas  and  records,  hats, 
caps,  suits  of  clothing,  overcoats,  shoes,  1500 
filled  Christmas  stockings,  decorations  for 
trees  and  wards,  candy,  nuts  and  fruits, 
Bibles,  Testaments  and  Gospels,  tickets  for 
Redpath  Chautauqua,  tea  cups  and  saucers 
for  nurses'  wards,  tea  pots  for  trays  and 
plants  for  flower  boxes. 

A  Wireless  Receiving  Set  has  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Red  Cross  House  through  the 
generosity  of  the  Baracas  of  Raleigh,  enab- 
ling the  boys  to  tap  the  air  and  enjoy  won- 
derful programs  of  music,  song  and  lectures 
from  the  big  broadcasting  stations  of  the 
country. 

Careful  estimate  places  the  value  of  all 
gifts  at  approximately  $9,350.00.  This  does 
not  include  the  gifts  that  came  through  the 
Pollyanna  game,  which  has  brought  enor- 
mous numbers  of  them  from  individuals 
along  with  letters  from  every  state  in  the 
union  and  have  given  much  pleasure  and 
good  cheer. 

The  Redpath  Chautauqua  lecturers  have 
been  instrumental  in  spreading  the  Polly- 
anna game  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Chief 
among  these  friends  have  been  Miss  Cather- 
ine Ridgeway  and  Mr.  Frank  Johnson,  two 
widely  known  platform  lecturers.  Through 
their  efforts  a  "real  shower"  was  arranged 
for  Oteen  from  forty-six  members  of  the 
Redpath-  Vawter  Chautauqua  circuits  in 
Iowa  and  Kansas  and  included  candy,  cake, 
jellies,  books,  handkerchiefs,  knives,  socks, 
magazines  enough  to  bountifully  supply  sev- 
eral wards. 

August  the  eleventh  was  chosen  as  the  day 
for  North  Carolina  Baracas  and  Philatheas 
to  send  a  special  message  of  greetings  and 
appreciation  to  patients  and  personnel  of 
Oteen  Hospital  and  permission  was  secured 
from  the  Commanding  Officer  to  arrange  a 
suitable  program. 

Governor  Cameron  Morrison  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  prominent  speakers  and  mu- 
sicians from  Asheville  were  invited  to  take 
part.  Col.  Miller  and  his  staff,  together  with 
the  Red  Cross  workers,  joined  in  and  made 
the  occasion  a  memorable  one. 

Greetings  were  sent  from  all  parts  of  the 
state,  coming  in  the  form  of  watermelons, 
ice  cream,  cake,  candy,  flowers,  letters,  gifts 
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and  telegrams.  Special  ward  parties  were 
arranged  for  all  bed  patients  and  every  one 
at  Oteen  was  bountifully  supplied.  It  was 
a  most  happy  occasion. 

Ex-Secretary  and  Mrs.  Joseph  us  Daniels 
were  taken  to  Oteen  Red  Cross  to  address  a 
large  audience  of  the  boys  assembled  to 
greet  them. 

Through  the  courtesy  and  kindness  of  Mr. 
Fred  L.  Seely  and  Col.  Miller  of  Oteen,"  the 
staff  and  entire  personnel  were  tendered  a 
concert  at  Grove  Park  Inn  upon  several 
occasions,  a  real  treat,  and  one  thoroughly 
enjoyed  and  appreciated. 

Ninety-eight  subscriptions  to  The  Ashe- 
ville  Citizen,  morning  paper,  for  distribution 
in  all  wards  was  secured  through  the  gene- 
rosity of  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Webb,  one  of  the  own- 
ers of  that  paper. 

Numerous  programs  have  been  secured  to 
provide  entertainment,  diversion  and  pleas- 
ure, both  in  the  wards  and  Red  Cross  houses. 

Christmas  and  Easter  represented  the 
most  ambitious  efforts  when  1600  potted 
plants  in  blossoms,  each  one  bearing  a 
Christmas  message  from  Baraca  and  Phila- 
theas  were  distributed  throughout  the  hos- 
pitals, one  potted  flower  to  each  individual, 
and  larger  pots  and  baskets  of  flowers  placed 
in  the  Red  Cross  House,  dining  rooms  and 
many  of  the  wards.  In  addition  to  the  potted 
flowers,  cut  flowers  were  generously  distrib- 
uted where  most  needed. 

Miss  Eliza  Proctor,  of  Kentucky,  an  enthu- 
siastic Pollyanna,  collected  and  sent  188 
Christmas  boxes,  valued  at  $1,500.  At  Eas- 
ter she  sent  money  sufficient  to  get  an 
abundance  of  flowers  and  potted  plants  for 
four  wards. 

Frequently  flowers  have  been  sent  by 
school  children,  clubs  and  classes  from  other 
towns  and  these  have  also  been  distributed, 
together  with  plants,  flowers  and  bulbs  at 
various  times  throughout  the  year. 

Four  hundred  and  forty  yards  of  best 
gingham  were  donated  by  Baracas,  Phila- 
theas  and  friends  of  Rutherford  County  for 
making  shirts  for  patients. 

I  had  the  honor  and  privilege  to  address 
the  women's  clubs  of  the  Fourth  District  in 
their  district  meeting  at  Shelby,  telling  them 
how  they  might  best  assist  in  making  hap- 
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pier  these  boys  and  nurses  in  the  hospitals. 
Mrs.  Isaac  Hardeman,  chairman  of  North 
Carolina  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  Com- 
mittee on  "Friendly  Co-operation  With  Ex- 
Service  Men,"  following  this  meeting  began 
a  systematic  effort  to  collect  gifts  from  all 
the  club  women  of  the  state,  these  gifts 
being  sent  to  Baraca  Philathea  headquarters 
at  Asheville  for  distribution.  The  response 
was  very  fine  and  resulted  in  every  nurse, 
both  duty  and  patient,  aides,  dietitians  and 
other  workers  in  both  hospitals  receiving 
Christmas  boxes,  in  addition  to  500  filled 
Christmas  stockings  and  a  gift  of  $500.00 
from  the  La  Grange  Red  Cross  Chapter  of 
La  Grange,  N.  C,  to  be  spent  as  seemed  best 
for  patients  at  Oteen — the  like  amount  to  be 
given  to  Kenilworth  Hospital.  The  Asheville 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  assisted  in  the 
distribution.  Clubs  were  furnished  with 
names  and  measurements  of  the  nurses  and 
other  workers  and  many  gifts  of  a  more  per- 
sonal nature  were  sent  to  these  favored  ones. 

A  short  time  later  Mrs.  Hardeman  came 
to  Asheville  to  visit  the  hospitals  and 
through  the  general  secretary  a  number  of 
entertainments  were  arranged  in  her  honor. 

The  cold  weather  made  it  necessary  for 
the  porch  patients  to  have  warm  sleeping 
caps  and  the  club  women  through  Mrs 
Hardeman  met  this  need  by  supplying  the 
state  office  with  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty 
outing  caps  and  goodly  number  of  knitted 
wool  caps. 

Santa  Claus  was  furnished  on  Christmas 
Eve  to  dispense  presents  at  the  Big  Red 
Cross  House  from  a  great  Christmas  tree 
that  had  been  decorated  and  loaded  with 
gifts  by  the  Red  Cross  workers  for  patients. 
Later  Santa  Claus  was  the  center  of  attrac- 
tion at  the  little  Red  Cross  where  a  special 
tree  had  been  arranged  for  the  nurses,  aides, 
doctors  and  other  members  of  the  personnel. 

These  gifts  and  this  service  and  many 
spoken  words  told  the  boys  of  Christ's  love 
and  told  tens  of  thousands  of  people  all  over 
the  country  of  the  Baraca  Philathea  Plat- 
form of  Service. 

Increased  class  attendance  and  interest  in 
all  phases  of  Sunday  School  work  has  been 
the  direct  results  of  this  hospital  work, 
along  with  assistance  rendered  to  families  of 
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ex-service  men  and  others  in  need  of  cheer 
or  comforts. 

The  Baraca  Philathea  secretary  wishes  to 
express  sincere  appreciation  and  gratitude 
to  all  who  in  any  way  aided  or  contributed 
to  this  work  of  cheer  and  entertainment. 
Especially  do  we  appreciate  the  unfailing 
courtesy  and  kindness  shown  by  the  Com- 
manding Officers  and  their  efficient  staff  of 
officers  and  nurses;  the  Red  Cross;  Baraca 
Philathea  classes;  Pollyannas;  Women's 
Clubs;  American  Legions  and  Legion  Auxil- 
iaries ;  War  Mothers ;  all  friends  and  organi- 
zations who  had  a  share  in  making  this  work 
a  success.  The  co-operation  and  help  has 
been  wonderful  and  all  together  we  have 
been  enabled  to  show  our  boys  and  nurses 
just  how  greatly  they  are  loved  by  the  Amer- 
ican people  of  all  organizations  and  creeds. 

These  material  acts  of  kindness  have  been 
the  means  of  enormously  increasing  class 
interest  and  class  attendance  in  many  of  our 
Sunday  Schools,  in  addition  to  the  helpful 
service  rendered  the  patients — effective  prac- 
tical Christianity. 

Grateful  and  appreciative  are  the  patients 
and  personnel  of  the  thousands  of  kindnesses 
and  courtesies — the  voluntary  expressions  of 
gratitude  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  this 
and  other  states. 

"I  was  sick  and  ye  visited  me.  Even  as 
ye  did  it  unto  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it 
unto  me." 
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